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	Does you host teacher appear to feel the need to cover the Grade Level Content Expectations content quickly or to develop more specific content to deepen students’ understanding?
When I talked to Miss Bennett she replied that, she does not cover them quickly just to have said that she covered them.  She goes over the glec’s slowly that the skills are developed and mastered.  She also said that she tries to present the info in concrete ways so that it is easier for the students to grasp and understand.

An example of this is the 3D shapes.  She has been teaching and reviewing the concept since the beginning of the year.  Each shape has a jingle to help them remember the attributes and when talking to her about a possible lesson idea for me to teach she mentioned that doing a lesson on 3D shapes would be helpful.  She felt that the students had more practice and heard from another teacher is would help in their understanding of the concept.  Miss Bennett also said that the concept of 3D shapes is hard for the students to master when it comes to the relationship between the shape and real life items that are those shapes.  It will be a concept that she goes over many times in many different modalities.

When starting a lesson, what does your host teacher do to:

-capture the immediate attention of the class?

Miss Bennett uses the phrase 1-2-3 Eyes On Me, 1-2 Eyes On You when the students are in a whole group arrangement.  She does this

when there is too much talking or movement and needs everyone’s attention.  She says 1-2-3 Eyes On Me, and the students in chorus say 12

Eyes On You.  There are to stop what they are doing, essentially freezing, and look and listen to Miss Bennett for further instruction.

-make students aware of what they are supposed to learn?
Miss Bennett goes over instructions several times in pieces and phrases the students can understand.  She also will ask a student or two to

rephrase what she has said for clarification of instructions.  If a student misspeaks then she will repeat he instructions.  Miss Bennett almost

always then asks the students if “It’s a deal?” This is done so that she knows that they all know what is expected, and are being held

accountable to those expectations.
-stimulate the learners’ interest in the lesson?
When stimulating the student’s interests she uses as many visuals as possible. I have seen many books/stories being read to the class that 

incorporate many interests and subject areas.  She reads storybooks and also books that are informational in context.  I also chose to read a

book during my lesson that about shapes but also incorporated colors and fun items that the students had prior knowledge about, such as ice

cream cones and cucumbers.

Miss Bennett also uses songs and rhymes to help the students learn about behavior expectations as well as academic skills.  She has a jingle

for money coins that is very cute, that I hope to be able to also use someday in a future classroom.  I have heard one for the lining up

procedure once or twice too.  I do not know the line up procedure song very well, as we do not line up much while I am in the room, but I

can see where it would be very helpful and useful.  The class seems to respond very well to the songs.

-tap into the prior knowledge of the learners? 
Miss Bennett will start lessons by asking questions to probe the student’s prior knowledge.  It may be a question like, what did we talk about yesterday in math?  Can you give me an example?  Or it may be an explanatory question.  Yesterday, while in the classroom, Miss Bennett had a student or two retell what was added in the calendar area.  It was a chart for today, yesterday, and tomorrow.  There was also a new chart for the weather.
Marzano talks about schema development in chapter 3, and how important it is to link prior knowledge with new knowledge gradually
What techniques are used to actively involve students in the learning process?

Hands on, manipulatives

Reading- segmenting, kinesthetically whenever possible

Zoo-Phonics- Primarily K, but reviewed in 1st grade and built upon

During math centers yesterday the students were reviewing and working on patterns.  They were to make AB, AAB, and ABC patterns.  She had materials such as snap cubes and boards with blank cubes that they colored with dry erase markers on.

Also during reading centers students will read to themselves or read to a friend.  I think its fun to read to a friend and it helps students strengthen their reading aloud skills but in a way that’s not so nerve racking such as reading aloud to the entire class.  For the most part students are allowed to pick their classmate to read too as well.  
  While reading through Marzono’s chapter 3 I could help but notice how he talks about schema development and how important it is to link students prior knowledge with new knowledge gradually.  I think this goes hand in hand with Miss Bennett telling me that she does not race through the glec’s just to say she has covered them.  She knows and understands that new information has to be presented slowly and in ways that build upon what the students already know.  I have seen her compare shape attributes during a math lesson when using the songs she has for the different 3D shapes as well.  Marzano also mentions in chapter 3 about the different ways to develop student’s knowledge in useful and meaningful ways.
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